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WISEPLACE WOMEN’S SHELTER RAISES $188,200 DURING 

24-HOUR “HELP THEM HOME” FUNDRAISER  
 

Funds to Directly Support Programs and Services for Homeless Women 
  

 
SANTA ANA, Calif. (April 24, 2020) – As nonprofits everywhere continue to be 

impacted by COVID-19, and homelessness is a crisis facing many – the time is now to support 

those offering shelter and resources in Orange County. Today, WISEPlace is humbled to 

announce monies raised during the Help Them Home fundraiser more than quadrupled an initial 

goal of $40,000 – raising a total of $188,200 from 432 donors in 24 hours. The funds will 

support the WISEPlace vision of an Orange County where every woman in need is safely 

housed, empowered, and on a path to personal stability – and directly impact the programs and 

wrap-around services offered by the nonprofit. 

WISEPlace provides safe transitional and emergency shelter with wrap-around services 

for its participants, including counseling and mental health services, case management, 

addiction recovery, and employment assistance. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, it is the 

only Orange County-based establishment leading the effort to end homelessness for 

unaccompanied women – one of the fastest growing populations in the nation. As an 

underserved and overlooked population, both locally and nationally, WISEPlace offers a 

community of hope and housing for women who find themselves homeless and without the 

support system of a spouse, significant other, or children. Nearly 1 in 4 homeless Americans 

can be classified as an unaccompanied woman, and those aged 62+ are the fastest growing 

homeless population in the U.S. WISEPlace is where an adult woman of any age can get the 

help and support necessary from a dedicated team of case managers, advocates, and 

counselors. 



WISEPlace Raises $188K During Help them Home Fundraiser 
2-2-2 

 
“We are humbled by the support of our grassroots community for coming together and 

donating to help the women we serve. Realizing 4.5x our goal, we are especially grateful to The 

Orange County Community Foundation for hosting this fundraiser and bringing together OC 

nonprofits for this special day of giving,” said Brateil Aghasi, CEO at WISEPlace. “With COVID-

19 affecting each nonprofit serving the homeless, these funds are much needed as we have 

been on the frontlines to keep vulnerable women safe during this pandemic. 42% of our women 

have chronic health issues and 39% are over 55 years old. Our services are needed now, more 

than ever, and our organization is dedicated to keeping homeless women safe and contributing 

to the overall health and safety of our Orange County community. Every dollar will truly impact 

the lives of our participants, and we are proud to share that 87 cents of every dollar contributed 

to WISEPlace is invested directly into programs. Thank you to everyone for your much-needed 

support.” 

Help them Home is a 24-hour day of giving led by The Orange County Community 

Foundation, who on April 22 brought together 19 nonprofits serving the homeless population of 

Orange County to raise critical funds to further their missions. The campaign raised a total of 

$1,789,854 from 2,948 donors in the 24-hour period. 

“As we stand together to face COVID-19, it becomes more important than ever to 

support our nonprofit sector and the vulnerable populations they serve, including our homeless 

neighbors,” said Shelley Hoss, president and CEO, OCCF. “We are incredibly proud to host 

Help Them Home and provide this opportunity for our generous community to stand behind the 

nonprofits working tirelessly to combat homelessness.” 

Since 1924, WISEPlace has transformed the lives of more than 8,100 women by 

providing safe transitional and emergency shelter. With the future in mind, WISEPlace will 

renovate their existing building and open permanent supportive housing by 2022. To learn more 

about WISEPlace and its efforts to continue serving unaccompanied women facing 

homelessness in Orange County, visit: www.wiseplace.org.  

 

About WISEPlace 
For more than 90 years, WISEPlace has served more than 8,100 women by providing safe 

transitional and emergency shelter, counseling and mental health services, case management 

and addiction recovery, and employment assistance to help rebuild their lives. The nonprofit 

organization is the only Orange County-based establishment leading the effort to end 

homelessness for unaccompanied women. Originally established as the South Orange County 

YWCA, WISEPlace instills hope in women and provides a path to personal stability, so they do 

not face adversity alone. Most recently, the organization announced a housing development 
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partnership, with plans to completely renovate the existing 1920s building, to construct 

permanent supportive housing while continuing the vital wrap-around services offered to all 

participants. WISEPlace is headquartered in Santa Ana, California. For more information, visit 

www.wiseplace.org.   
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