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WISEPlace launches program to provide community support for women in crisis 
 

Hope and Housing Alliance offers ‘keys’ to shelter and personal stability 
for unaccompanied women experiencing homelessness  

 

SANTA ANA, Calif., October 7, 2020 -- WISEPlace, a nonprofit community providing safe shelter and life-
enhancing services for unaccompanied women experiencing homelessness, will introduce a new 
philanthropic program that offers ‘keys’ to personal stability for the women working toward 
transitioning to their own homes.   

The Hope and Housing Alliance, launching October 17, presents three levels of support symbolized by 
silver, gold and black keys.  Each key represents significant steps along an unaccompanied woman’s 
journey, from the frightening lack of shelter to the safety of WISEPlace and the security that comes with 
a job and a home. 

“The women of WISEPlace are strong, smart and employable,” said Meg O’Toole, chair of the WISEPlace 
Board of Directors. “Most have been forced into homelessness through no fault of their own – divorce, a 
lost job, illness – and soon found themselves living alone in their cars or outdoors.  At WISEPlace they 
can be safe, receive counseling and support, and get back on their feet.” 

O’Toole said the organization expects the launch will raise at least $200,000, enough to house and 
support 20 women for a year.   

The program provides three tiers of support: 

 Silver Key – $1,200 helps one woman with her housing deposit and first month of rent. 
 Gold Key – $5,000 provides essential clinical therapy and case management for one woman. 
 Black Key – $10,000 supports the complete WISEPlace program, ending homelessness for one 

woman. 

Brateil Aghasi, chief executive of WISEPlace, said the current public health crisis has intensified the need 
for greater community support. 

“Imagine how terrifying it is to be alone and without shelter during a pandemic,” she said.  “With COVID-
19 driving unemployment and economic distress, vulnerable women need housing and support now 
more than ever before.” 



An October 17 virtual launch event will provide more details about the Hope and Housing Alliance, how 
WISEPlace provides the tools for women to achieve personal stability, and highlight first-hand stories 
from women who have participated in the program.  To RSVP for the no-cost event, visit 
https://wiseplace.org/alliance/ 

“There is no other program in Orange County like WISEPlace,” added Aghasi.  “We’re more than a 
shelter.  We provide critical wrap-around services – such as employment assistance, counseling, 
socialization, wellness programs, and financial planning – that help unaccompanied women prepare for 
a successful future.  WISEPlace has contributed to this community for nearly a century, helping more 
than 8,100 women transition from homeless to hope.” 

 

About WISEPlace 

Founded in 1924 as the South Orange County YWCA, WISEPlace is the only Orange County organization 
leading the effort to end homelessness for unaccompanied women experiencing homelessness.  
WISEPlace focuses on helping women achieve personal stability without facing adversity alone.  Its path 
to independence includes transitional and emergency shelter, counseling and mental health services, 
financial planning and employment assistance, health and wellness programs, and the care and support 
of the WISEPlace team of professionals.  Headquartered in Santa Ana, Calif., WISEPlace has served more 
than 8,100 women.  More information is at www.wiseplace.org.  
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