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WISEPLACE PARTNERED WITH ORANGE COUNTY COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
TO RAISE MORE THAN $2.1 MILLION DURING "HELP THEM HOME" GIVING DAY 

 
24-Hour Fundraiser Helps WISEPlace Deliver Support Programs  

and Services for Homeless Women in Orange County 
 
Santa Ana, Calif. (April 30, 2021) — WISEPlace and 19 aligned nonprofits partnered with the Orange 
County Community Foundation (OCCF) to host Help Them Home, a collaborative 24-hour Giving Day on 
April 28 to generate support for individuals and families experiencing homelessness in Orange County. 
WISEPlace today announced 596 donors helped raise $223,911 to support programs and services for 
homeless women. In total, OCCF’s Giving Day raised 216% more than expected, totaling $2,163,132. 
 
WISEPlace is dedicated to providing participants with safe shelter, and vital wrap-around services that 
include counseling and mental health services, case management and addiction recovery, and employment 
assistance to help rebuild their lives. The more than $223,000 will help make possible the WISEPlace 
vision of an Orange County where every woman in need is safely housed, empowered, and on a path to 
personal stability – and directly impact the programs and wrap-around services offered by the nonprofit. 

The Help Them Home Giving Day provided an opportunity for donors to be part of a combined effort to 
combat homelessness and give nonprofits the tools they need to help individuals and families achieve stability 
and lasting independence. 
 
According to United to End Homelessness1, there are nearly 7,000 homeless individuals – including more 
than 300 veterans and almost 700 seniors – in Orange County on any given night. Since inception, 
WISEPlace has served more than 8,400 women. In 2020, over 57% had experienced domestic violence with 
67% disabled and 97% had incomes below $40,000 per year at a time when $87,450 is the low-income 
threshold in Orange County. 
 
In addition to WISEPlace, other participating organizations – all of which offer a range of housing, community 
outreach, education, and supportive services – included American Family Housing; Casa Teresa, Inc.; City 
Net; Colette's Children's Home, Inc.; Families Forward; Family Assistance Ministries; Family Promise of 
Orange County; Friendship Shelter, Inc.; Grandma's House of Hope; HomeAid Orange County; Homeless 
Intervention Services of OC; Illumination Foundation; Mercy House Living Centers; Pathways of Hope; 
Serving People in Need, Inc.; South County Outreach; StandUp for Kids, Orange County; The Salvation Army 
Orange County; and Thomas House Family Shelter.   

 
1 https://www.unitedtoendhomelessness.org/2019-point-in-time-count  



 
 
 
“As we continue to face the fallout of COVID-19, it’s critical to support our nonprofit sector and the vulnerable 
populations they serve, including our homeless neighbors,” said Shelley Hoss, president and CEO, OCCF. 
“We are incredibly proud to host Help Them Home and provide this opportunity for our generous community 
to stand behind the nonprofits working tirelessly to combat homelessness.” 
 
For more information about WISEPlace visit https://wiseplace.org/. More information on Orange County 
Community Foundation Collaborative Giving Days, can be found at oc-cf.org/givingdays. 

About WISEPlace 
 
WISEPlace provides safe shelter with wrap-around services for its participants, including counseling and 
mental health services, case management, addiction recovery, and employment assistance. Founded in 
1924 as the South Orange County YWCA, WISEPlace is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and is the only 
Orange County-based establishment leading the effort to end homelessness for unaccompanied women – 
one of the fastest growing populations in the nation. As an underserved and overlooked population, both 
locally and nationally, WISEPlace offers a community of hope and housing for women who find themselves 
homeless and without the support system of a spouse, significant other, or children. Nearly 1 in 3 homeless 
Americans can be classified as an unaccompanied woman, and those aged 62+ are the fastest growing 
homeless population in the U.S. WISEPlace is where an adult woman of any age can get the help and 
support necessary from a dedicated team of case managers, advocates, and counselors. 

 
About Orange County Community Foundation  

Founded in 1989, the Orange County Community Foundation (OCCF) works with donors, strengthens the 
local nonprofit sector and works to find solutions to community needs. Since its inception, OCCF has awarded 
nearly $780 million in grants and scholarships, placing the organization in the top two percent in grantmaking 
among U.S. community foundations. For more information, visit oc-cf.org or call 949-553-4202. Be a part of 
our conversation on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. View OCCF's 2020 annual report here.  
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