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WISEPLACE CHOSEN AS A 2021 NONPROFIT OF THE YEAR 

 
NONPROFIT HONORED BY ASSEMBLYMEMBER TOM DALY 

 

Santa Ana, Calif. (June 23, 2021) — WISEPlace is proud to announce it has been selected as 
a 2021 California Nonprofit of the Year by Assemblymember Tom Daly. 

WISEPlace is one of more than one hundred nonprofits that will be honored by their state 
senators and assemblymembers for their tremendous contributions to the communities they 
serve.  

WISEPlace is dedicated to providing participants with safe shelter, and vital wrap-around 
services that include counseling and mental health services, case management and addiction 
recovery, and employment assistance to help rebuild their lives. WISEPlace has a vision of an 
Orange County where every woman in need is safely housed, empowered, and on a path to 
personal stability. 

Assemblymember Tom Daly said, “During the pandemic, we have seen alarming increases in 
the number of people experiencing homelessness, many of them older women who are 
struggling to survive alone, unaccompanied and unsupported by family or friends. WISEPlace is 
the only Orange County-based organization dedicated to improving the lives of this underserved 
and underrepresented population, which is among the most vulnerable and most in need of a 
helping hand. WISEPlace continues to be there for them – offering them food, shelter, some 
TLC – and hope. I am proud to recognize WISEPlace as the 2021 Nonprofit of the Year for the 
69th Assembly District.” 
 
“We are so grateful for our staff, City of Santa Ana, Hope & Housing Alliance members, Board 
of Directors, Corporate Partners, volunteers, grantors, donors, the women we serve, and 
everyone in our community,” comments Brateil Aghasi, WISEPlace CEO. “Together, 
WISEPlace will continue to lead the effort of ending homelessness for unaccompanied women 
through housing solutions and empowering wraparound services that provide a path toward 
personal self-reliance!” 

“The pandemic and shelter-in-place orders of the past year and a half have put nonprofits  – 
usually hidden in plain sight – in the spotlight,” explains Jan Masaoka, CEO of the California 
Association of Nonprofits (CalNonprofits). “California Nonprofit of the Year is an opportunity 



 
 
for our elected officials to celebrate the good work they see nonprofits doing in their districts, 
and for everyone to appreciate the collective impact of nonprofits in our communities.” 

Additional Background 

California Nonprofits Day, now in its sixth year, was formally recognized by 2021 Assembly 
Concurrent Resolution 80, authored by Assemblymember Luz Rivas, and co-authored by 
Senator Monique Limón. Each year legislators from across California have chosen a Nonprofit 
of the Year in their district.  

Traditionally, honorees and legislators are invited by CalNonprofits, Chair of the Senate Select 
Committee on the Nonprofit Sector Senator Monique Limón (Santa Barbara), and Chair of the 
Assembly Select Committee on the Nonprofit Sector Assemblymember Luz Rivas to a 
celebratory luncheon on California Nonprofits Day. This year, like 2020, the luncheon was 
canceled in response to pandemic restrictions, but legislators moved forward with honoring 
nonprofits doing great work in their districts.  

According to “Causes Count,” a 2019 report commissioned by CalNonprofits, the nonprofit 
sector is the 4th largest industry in the state, employing more than 1.2 million people. Each year, 
California nonprofits generate more than $273 billion in revenue and bring in $40 billion in 
revenue from outside of California. The unpaid labor contributed by volunteers at nonprofits is 
equivalent to 330,000 full-time jobs every year. 

For more information about WISEPlace visit https://wiseplace.org/.  

About WISEPlace 
 
WISEPlace provides safe shelter with wrap-around services for its participants, including 
counseling and mental health services, case management, addiction recovery, and employment 
assistance. Founded in 1924 as the South Orange County YWCA, WISEPlace is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization and is the only Orange County-based establishment leading the effort to 
end homelessness for unaccompanied women – one of the fastest growing populations in the 
nation. As an underserved and overlooked population, both locally and nationally, WISEPlace 
offers a community of hope and housing for women who find themselves homeless and without 
the support system of a spouse, significant other, or children. Nearly 1 in 3 homeless Americans 
can be classified as an unaccompanied woman, and those aged 62+ are the fastest growing 
homeless population in the U.S. WISEPlace is where an adult woman of any age can get the 
help and support necessary from a dedicated team of case managers, advocates, and 
counselors. 
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